Stopped by Police

What should I do if I’m stopped by the police? 
First, pull over to the side of the road as safely and as soon as possible. Once you’ve stopped your vehicle, stay in it and turn off your stereo or any other device that would hinder communication.

Don’t be surprised if the officer stays behind your driver’s window a bit when talking to you. This is a safety tactic. And don’t be alarmed if a second squad car arrives. Again, this is for the officer’s safety.

It is wise to keep your hands where the officer can see them, and don’t make any sudden moves or appear to be hiding or searching for something.

If you don’t understand what the officer is asking or why you were pulled over, ask for an explanation in a respectful manner. Answer the officer’s questions calmly and directly. If you disagree with the ticket, you will have an opportunity to go to court to make your case. Or, if you feel that the officer acted inappropriately, call the Police Department and ask to speak with a shift supervisor.
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